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K CBEAEHHUIO ABTOPOB!
[Ipu HampaBIEeHUY CTAaTbH B PEAAKITUIO HEOOXOIUMO COOIONATh CISAYIONINE TIPABHIIIA;

1. CraTps nomkHa OBITH IPEJCTaBICHA B IBYX SK3EMIUIIPAX, HA PYCCKOM HMJIM aHTITUHACKOM SI3bI-
Kax, HaTrleyaTaHHas yepe3 MoJITopa HHTepBaJjia Ha OIHOI CTOPOHE CTAHIAPTHOIO JIUCTA € INMPHHOI
JIEBOTO NOJIsI B TPHM caHTHMeTpa. Mcnonb3yemblil KOMIIBIOTEPHBII WPUQT U1 TEKCTa Ha PYCCKOM U
aHnuickoM s3bikax - Times New Roman (Kupuiuna), 115 TeKcTa Ha TPy3UHCKOM S3BIKE CIIEAYeT
ucnoip3oBath AcadNusx. Pasmep mpudra - 12. K pykonrcu, HaneyaTaHHOW Ha KOMITBIOTEPE, JTODKEH
o5ITh IprtoskeH CD co crarbeit.

2. Pa3Mep craTbu TOTKEH OBITH HE MEHEe NeCsTH 1 He OoJiee 1BaALATH CTPAHUI] MAITHOIINCH,
BKJIIOYAsl yKa3areJlb JINTepaTypsl U Pe3loMe Ha aHIJIMIICKOM, PYCCKOM U IPYy3HHCKOM SI3bIKaX.

3. B crarbe 10KHBI OBITH OCBEIICHBI AKTyaIbHOCTh JAHHOTO MaTepHalla, METOIBI U PE3YIIbTaThI
UCCIIeIOBaHUs U X 00CYyKACHHE.

[Ipu npencTaBiIeHNHN B IIeYaTh HAYYHBIX SKCIIEPUMEHTAIBHBIX PA0OT aBTOPHI JOJIKHBI YKa3bIBATH
BHUJl U KOJMYECTBO SKCIIEPUMEHTANBHBIX KUBOTHBIX, IPUMEHSBIINECS METOABl 00e300MMBaHUS U
YCBHIJICHHUS (B XOJI€ OCTPBIX OIIBITOB).

4. K crarbe JOIKHBI OBITH MIPUIIOMKEHBI KpaTKoe (Ha MOJICTPAaHUIIBI) Pe3OMe Ha aHIIIUICKOM,
PYCCKOM M IT'PY3HHCKOM $I3bIKax (BK/IIOYAIOLIEE CIELYOLINE pa3aesbl: Liedb UCCIeI0BaHNs, MaTepHual U
METOJIBI, PE3YJILTATHI M 3aKIIFOUSHHE) U CIIUCOK KITtoueBBIX cioB (key words).

5. Tabnunp! HEOOXOIUMO NPENCTABIATE B Ie4aTHOH hopme. DoTokonuu He npuHUMaroTcs. Bee
nu¢poBbie, HTOTOBbIE H NPOLIEHTHbIE JaHHbIE B Ta0JIMIaX J0JIKHbI COOTBETCTBOBATH TAKOBBIM B
TeKcTe cTaThbU. Tabiuibl U rpaduKu TOJKHBI OBITH 03aryIaBIICHBI.

6. dotorpadun AOIKHBI OBITH KOHTPACTHBIMHU, (POTOKOIHHU C PEHTTEHOTPAMM - B IO3UTUBHOM
n300paxeHuH. PUCYyHKH, yepTeXu U IuarpaMmbl clIeoyeT 03ariaBUTh, IPOHYMEPOBATh U BCTABUTH B
COOTBeTCTBYIOIIEe MecTo TekcTa B tiff opmare.

B noanucsix k MukpogotorpadgusaM cieayeT yKa3plBaTh CTEICHb yBEIMUCHUS Yepe3 OKYISP HITH
00BEKTUB U METOJ] OKPACKU WJIM UMIIPETHALIMH CPE30B.

7. ®aMUIUU OTEYECTBEHHBIX aBTOPOB MIPUBOJAATCS B OPUTHHAIBHON TPAHCKPUIILIUH.

8. I[Ipu opopmnennu u HampaBneHun crared B xypHanm MHI mpocum aBTOpOB cobmronars
NpaBUIIa, U3JI0KEHHBIE B « EMUHBIX TpeOOBaHUSIX K PYKOMHUCSM, IPEACTABISIEMBIM B OMOMEIUIIMHCKHUE
JKypHAJIbD», TPUHATHIX MeXIyHapOAHBIM KOMHUTETOM PEIAaKTOPOB MEAMLMHCKUX KYpHAJIOB -
http://www.spinesurgery.ru/files/publish.pdf u http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html
B koHIIe Kax 101 OPUTHHATIBHOM CTaThU MPUBOAUTCA OnOIHOrpadguyeckuii cnucok. B cnmncok nurepa-
TYPBI BKJIFOYAIOTCSl BCE MaTepHalibl, HA KOTOPBbIE UMEIOTCS CCBUIKU B TeKcTe. CIHUCOK COCTaBIAETCs B
andaBUTHOM MOpsAKe U HymMepyeTcs. JIutepaTypHblii HCTOYHMK NPUBOAUTCS Ha sI3bIKE OpUrMHaia. B
CIMCKE JINTEPATyPhl CHavYajia IPUBOIATCS PabOThI, HAMCAHHBIE 3HAKaMU TPY3MHCKOTO andaBuTa, 3aTeM
Kupwuien u naruHuneidl. CChUIKM Ha IUTHUPYEMble pabOThl B TEKCTE CTAaTbH JAIOTCS B KBaIpPaTHBIX
CKOOKax B BUJI€ HOMEPA, COOTBETCTBYIOLIETO HOMEPY JaHHOH pabOoThI B CIIMCKE TUTEPaTypbl. bonbmmH-
CTBO IIUTHPOBAHHBIX UCTOYHUKOB JOJKHBI OBITH 3a IMOCTIEAHNUE S5-7 JIET.

9. ns momydeHus MpaBa Ha MyONMKAIMIO CTaThs OJDKHA MMETh OT PYKOBOIUTENSI pabOTHI
WIN YUPEXKJCHUS BU3Y U CONPOBOIUTEIHHOE OTHOLLICHNUE, HAIMCAHHBIC WJIM HAlledaTaHHbIE Ha OJIaHKe
Y 3aBEPEHHBIE MOJIHCHIO U NIEYATHIO.

10. B koHIe cTaThU NOJKHBI OBITH MOAMHCH BCEX aBTOPOB, MOJHOCTBHIO MPUBEAEHBI UX
(amMuInM, UIMEHa U OTYECTBA, YKa3aHbl CIIy>KeOHBIN M AOMAIIHUI HOMEpa TeJIe(OHOB U agpeca MM
uHble koopAuHaThl. KomuuecTBo aBTOPOB (COABTOPOB) HE NOHKHO MPEBBIMIATH IISATH YEJIOBEK.

11. Penakuus ocraBisiet 3a cO00i MpaBo COKpaIaTh ¥ HCIPaBIATh cTarhi. Koppekrypa aBropam
HE BBICBUIAETCS, BCS paboTa U CBEpKa IPOBOAUTCS 110 aBTOPCKOMY OPHTHHAILY.

12. HemomycTuMoO HampaBiieHHE B pelaklMIo padoT, MpeICTaBICHHBIX K MeYaTH B MHBIX
M3/1aTeNbCTBAX WIIM OMYOJIMKOBAHHBIX B APYTHX U3JAHUSX.

Hpﬂ HApYHNIEHUH YKa3aHHBIX IPABUJI CTATbU HE PAaCCMAaTPUBAIOTCH.
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Summary.

The purpose of the study is to provide the description of
proving intentional homicides involving poisonous substances
based on the structural analysis of the medical and criminal
procedure criteria of the relevant process.

The practical basis for the research is the statistical and
analytical materials of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Ukraine and the National Police of Ukraine, the Prosecutor’s
General Office, the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine for
2016-2021; summarized data from the study of 20 materials of
criminal proceedings (primarily resolutions on the appointment
of forensic and other examinations), materials of mass media.

As a result of the research, it was established that the medical
description of the concept of poison and possible variants of its
use are urgently needed, including during the implementation
of the versioning procedure in the pre-trial investigation, as
well as establishing the identity of the perpetrator or the list
of other similar offenses (committed in a similar way). The
views of scientists on the understanding of the concept of
poison, including lethal agents are characterized; a number of
explanations regarding the use of special knowledge in the pre-
trial investigation of intentional homicides involving poisonous
substances are also provided.

Key words. Poison, poisonous substances,
homicides, special brutality, expertise.

intentional

Introduction.

The functioning of law enforcement agencies in the context
of the protection of human and citizen’s rights and freedoms
lies in the performance of a number of duties aimed at the
relevant activity. At the same time, the pluralism of criminal
offenses, their volume and the list of methods of committing
them is extremely high, which greatly complicates the process
of criminal prosecution. That is why the importance of the
forensic characteristics of medical and procedural criteria in
the processes of proving certain types of criminal offenses is of
great importance.

The Constitution of Ukraine enshrines that the human being,
his or her life and health, honour and dignity, inviolability and
security are recognised in Ukraine as the highest social value
[1]. The place of the specified norm in the legislative system of
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Ukraine and its priority dictates the need for the highest possible
criminal and legal protection of human rights and freedoms
related, his (her) life and health, since, the Criminal Code of
Ukraine also provides for this protection (section II “Criminal
offenses against life and health of a person” defines the list of
the most important values in the context of the protection of
the life and health of the individual, which are the objects of
specific compositions of criminal offenses).

Unacceptability of vagueness of collected evidence, as
the researchers note, is that according to the poison tree tree
theory, all further evidence, based on unspecified fact and
unclear interconnectedness, may be found inadmissible by
court [2]. That is why, in the process of proving crimes against
life and health of the person, it is important to use the entire
investigative tools, which also involves a clear interpretation of
the main conceptual and categorical apparatus and its content, in
particular the ratio of those medical and procedural categories,
which co-exist according to each other.

At the same time, a prominent place in the system of rules
of criminal legal protection of rights and freedoms related to
life and health is occupied by such a criminal offense as the
intentional wrongful death of another person (Article 115
(Intentional murder) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine) [3].
The science of criminology and relevant researchers have
repeatedly pointed out that there are many ways and methods of
committing intentional homicide, one of the most sophisticated
of which is murder with the use of poisonous substances,
although such offences are systematically discontinued at the
stage of attempt. At the same time, one of the most urgent issues
nowadays is providing a forensic characterization of the process
of proving homicides involving poisonous substances. Among
other related issues, the importance of defining the concept of
poisonous substances and the place and role of their use in the
context of committing the corresponding crime is relevant. The
obtained scientific results will enable the specialists to carry
out more effective pre-trial investigation of relevant crimes
and increase the effectiveness of investigators, who, against the
backdrop of an ever-increasing caseload and evolving crime
rates in the sphere of human life and health, need relevant legal
and methodical assistance.

For example, according to the data provided by the General
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Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine in 2017, the share of intentional
homicides is 0.98% (5 145) out of the total number of registered
criminal offenses (523 911); in 2018, the share of intentional
homicides is 1.14% (5 557) out of the total number of registered
criminal offenses (487 133); in 2019, the share of intentional
homicides is 1.23% (5 465) out of the total number of registered
criminal offenses (444 130); in 2020, the share of intentional
homicides is 1.05% (3 809) out of the total number of registered
criminal offenses (360 622); in 2021, the share of intentional
homicides is 1% (3 230) out of the total number of registered
criminal offenses (321 443).

The provided data indicate a high share of one of the most
serious crimes, which, among other things, is committed with
the use of poisonous substances both by and for offenders.
These factors cause the need to provide not only a forensic
characterization of the proof of homicides involving poisonous
substances, but also to clarify the medical criteria, which are
key in establishing the relevant fact.

It should be emphasized that the scientific heritage of the
researchers, who studied the issue under consideration, certainly
improves both the general issues of pre-trial investigation and
evidence through the prism of forensic description, as well as
fragmentary elements related to crimes against life and health
of a person, committed with the use of poisonous substances or
other hidden methods.

Materials and methods.

The practical basis for the research is the statistical and
analytical materials of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine
and the National Police of Ukraine, the Office of the General
Prosecutor, the State Judicial Administration of Ukraine for
2016-2021; summarized data from the study of 20 materials of
criminal proceedings (first of all, orders for the appointment of
forensic and other expertise, which in its content clearly reflect
not only the issues raised by the investigator, but also the items
analyzed by specialists for the purpose of obtaining evidentiary
information), materials of mass media.

The Article applied general and special scientific methods, in
particular:

Formal and logical made it possible to carry out scientific
research on a fragmentary and as detailed level as possible.

Description method allowed to determine forensic categories
characterizing the proof of murders committed with the use of
poisonous substances.

Historical and legal method was used to highlight the
evolution of the scientists’ views on the forensic characteristics
of homicides involving poisonous substances.

Comparative and legal method was useful in the analysis of
criminal procedural norms and scientific provisions regulating
the subject matter of the article.

With the help of dogmatic method, the interpretation of the
main legal terms was conducted, and conceptual and categorical
apparatus of the article was further detailed. Systemic and
structural method was applied in the process of examination
of the evidentiary elements of homicides involving poisonous
substances.

Statistical method helped to summarize statistical data on
murders committed with the use of poisonous substances, the
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results of their investigation, which are reflected in the reports
of law enforcement agencies of Ukraine (for example, the Office
of the Prosecutor General).

Results and Discussion.

In our opinion, the relevant analysis should be synergistically
combined in two planes, one of which is the medical characteristic
of such a method of committing intentional homicide as the
use of poisonous substances, and the other is the forensic
characteristic of the use of special knowledge to establish the
circumstances of the committed intentional homicide and prove
the fact its commission. The medical criterion is that poison,
as a biological category, can be characterized by medical
researchers in different ways, since it is the content and essence
of the harmful effect, its periodicity that directly endows such an
offense with the appropriate qualifying feature.

In case of a fatal outcome, the forensic medical expert should
conduct the most detailed examination of the corpse and indicate
the cause of death, the nature of injuries, the mechanism of their
formation and other features [4], which, in our opinion, in the
context of determining the cause of death as a specific ingestion
of poison with the purpose of causing death, must be additionally
substantiated by the investigation; besides, the characterization
of the corresponding process in terms of medicine will allow
establishing its essence and content.

The procedure for conducting a forensic medical examination
and relevant medical procedures and analyzes is regulated
by the Rules for conducting a commission forensic medical
examination, which specifies the rights, obligations, the list of
procedures and analyses, as well as circumstances, which must
be established, detailed and indicated by a forensic medical
expert [5]. This legal instrument provides for the need to include
highly qualified specialists from the relevant medical specialty
in the composition of the expert commission [6], which in our
opinion emphasizes the importance of medical characteristic in
the matter of using poison as means of causing death to another
person.

At the same time, other, concurrently and fully involved aspect
of this process is the order and procedure of appointing an
expert examination, as well as the ultimate goal of its conduct to
achieve which the investigator, prosecutor directly forms a list
of questions and removes certain biological samples.

The legislator has granted the right to conduct expert
investigations and forensic examinations in civil and criminal
cases, with the exception of examinations prescribed by
law, which are carried out exclusively by State specialized
institutions, by persons not on the Certified Forensic Expert
Register and/or persons on the Certified Forensic Expert
Register, but the qualification certificate for a forensic expert
expired, or invalidation of the certificate due to dismissal from
the State expert specialized institution, as well as appraisers
who possess special knowledge necessary to clarify the relevant
circumstances of the case [7].

At the same time, not only the issue of the procedure
for initiating and carrying out examination in the pre-trial
investigation of homicides involving poisonous substance is
important in the context of providing forensic description, since
the method of committing crime is its integral element and
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highlighting the use of a poisonous substance should be used
in the relevant investigation, above all, through the prism of
proving such activities.

This is also noted by M. Kovtiukh, who claims that the
cumulative information on the method of commission of the
crime and data obtained during the examination of the scene of
the incident and (or) the discovery of the corpse leads to theories
about the identity of the killer and the nature of his relationship
with the victim, and sometimes about the identity of the victim
(if the identity of the victim has not yet been established). For
example, transfer of the corpse to a hidden place, disguise (earth,
leaves, grass, branches, etc.), drowning, burying the corpse and
its parts; facial mutilation often indicates that a person close to
the victim committed the murder (wife, relative, friend, etc.) [8].

In addition, the nature of the circumstances reliably established
during the investigation of individual episodes of the series
makes it possible to assume their presence in those episodes for
which they have not yet been established, which ensures higher
accuracy of assumptions about the identity of the criminal [9],
which in our opinion is also critically necessary in the context
of identification of criminal activity as a group, comparative
analysis of criminal proceedings, in which the victims were
harmed by the same poisonous substances. At the same time,
the importance of providing detailed medical characteristics in
this context cannot be underestimated.

It is worth agreeing with the opinion by A. Kustov that forensic
description is a scientific abstraction formed on the basis of the
study and generalization of investigative and judicial practice,
the system of information about persistent and interconnected
forensically significant characteristics (signs) inherent in crimes
of a certain type [10], which in fact determines the need to carry
out the characterization of poisonous substances not only from
a medical perspective, but also in the context of using such
description in procedural activities, ensuring the possibility of
making pre-trial investigation more efficient and bringing the
perpetrator to criminal liability.

In our opinion, the forensic description of intentional homicides
involving poisonous substances is directly related not only
to the medical criteria of the relevant biological process, but
also to the need to take into account the specific mechanism
of its commission, as well as other elements of the forensic
description. It is important to realize that the issues of providing
such a description are, first of all, basic ones (initial data) that
are used as empirical material (type, concentration, ingestion
method) and are compared and used for the analysis in the
process of programming and modeling of various elements of
forensic description (most often — the identity of the offender).

Thus, while supporting the relevant position, we are firmly
convinced that the forensic description of intentional homicide
committed with the use of poisonous substances in the medical
context will be the detection of the fact of human poisoning,
the residue of the corresponding substance (or its absence),
an indication of the nature and type of damage caused, the
interrelationship of the identified medical criteria with the fact
of death. In the forensic context, the information available on
the content, essence and nature of the poisonous substance,
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other forensic characteristics of the criminal assault in question
in the context of identifying the offender or their group can be
modelled and versioned.

1. Medical and legal characterization of poisonous
substances in the context of homicides. Providing such a
description through the prism of available medical knowledge,
in our opinion, is extremely important, since it is the set of
signs characterizing poison as biological weapon that causes
special suffering to a person and is the main forensic criterion
and characteristic in the process of providing an appropriate
assessment.

Various poisons have been repeatedly used (are used) by
the special services of individual States for the liquidation of
potentially dangerous targets. Thus, the murder of the Bulgarian
dissident Georgy Markov, who was poisoned in 1978 with the
help of an injection with a specially designed umbrella, was
carried out by using ricin, a powerful poisonous substance
[11]. The method of committing this crime is also characteristic
and important in this context, as it was committed at a public
transport stop in a crowd of people.

Poisons (toxicants) are the mixture of several different
compounds. They are able to act on a living organism to cause a
sudden violation of its normal functioning and cause poisoning
or death. The attribution of these or other substances to poison is
conditional, since the toxicity of many of them is determined by
the circumstances or the method of administration of doses of
toxin into the body. Poisons often include non-toxic compounds,
which in a certain mixture cause the manifestation of toxicity
[12], which generally characterizes the method of using poisons
as sophisticated and one that requires special knowledge in the
specified area.

The biological activity of chemical compounds is determined
by their structure, physical and chemical properties, features
of the mechanism of action, the ways of entry into the body
and transformation in it, as well as the dose (concentration) and
duration of exposure to organism. Depending on the amount
in which the substance acts, it can be indifferent to the body,
a medicine, or a poison. Many medicinal substances become
poisons when the doses are significantly exceeded. Thus,
for example, an increase in the therapeutic dose of cardiac
glycoside strophantin by 2.5 — 3 times leads to poisoning. At the
same time, poison such as arsene in small doses is a drug. On
the other hand, constantly entering the body with food, drinking
water or air, substances become harmful to human beings,
when they are introduced in unusually large quantities or under
changed environmental conditions. the same can be said of
salt, if its concentration is increased by 10 times compared to
normal, or oxygen, if inhaled at a pressure several times higher
than normal one [13]. Thus, the main criterion for the use or
non-use of poison by an offender with the purpose of causing
death will be the motive and purpose, and an additional factor
will be awareness of the effect of poisons on the human body.

Poisonous substances and toxins, which in modern conditions
and in real time are used and can be used for sabotages in the
implementation of terrorist threats, as well as in poisoning of
well-known political figures, are extremely dangerous [14]. In
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our opinion, it should be emphasized that through the prism of
the possibility of poisoning a person or causing any harm to the
body even with ordinary oxygen (in high concentrations), the
issue of the infliction of long-term torture on a person with the
intention of causing death should be characterized in detail not
only in medical, but and in the forensic context.

Poisons are classified in different ways, but one of the most
widespread theories is mostly supported by the authors; namely,
it is the division by the degree of hazard: the most dangerous
poisons are some metal compounds; metal carbonyls;
substances, containing a cyanic group; phosphorus compounds;
chlorohydrins; halogens; other compounds) the less dangerous
are mineral and organic acids; alkalis; sulfur compounds;
chlorine- and bromine-substituted hydrocarbon derivatives;
some alcohols and acid aldehydes; organic and inorganic nitro-
and amino compounds; phenols, cresols and their derivatives;
heterocyclic compounds) [15].

At the same time, the issue of substance toxicity, although it
is a purely medical criterion, should be characterized, in our
opinion and in the context of the research, exclusively through
the prism of the desired result and the chosen method, since it
directly affects the legal qualification.

Poisons of plant origin occupy a prominent place in the structure
and classification of all poisons, because from the perspective of
intentionally causing death or suffering to another person, they
are the most effective and available, and widely used for the
purpose of sabotage. Such poisons include muscarine, nicotine,
aconites, castor, abrin, curcin, modecin and other toxins isolated
from plants and mushrooms [16].

L. Roberts and a number of other researchers draw attention
to the fact that it is plant alkaloids that lead to death, leaving
no detectable traces in the body of the deceased, unlike arsenic
and other metal-mineral poisons [17]. The above gives the
reason to assert that plant-derived substance that does not
require a complex production process are the most effective and
widespread in use when causing death to another person.

The most accessible in this matter is ricin, which is recognized
to be more poisonous than potassium cyanide, and the use of this
toxin to cause death requires the use of a small dose (the size of a
match head). There are proven facts of the use of ricin as a weapon
of mass destruction, even during the First World War [18].

The classification of toxic substances according to the purpose
of use is of great importance for the prevention of poisoning.
According to this feature, one distinguishes: industrial poisons,
which are used in an industrial environment; pesticides used in
agriculture; medicinal products that have their own classification;
household chemicals used in the daily life of modern people
in the form of food additives, sanitation, personal hygiene and
cosmetics, clothing, furniture, car care products; biological
and plant poisons, which are contained in various plants and
mushrooms, animals and insects and cause poisoning when
ingested; combat poisonous substances [19].

Note that in the context of the use of poisons to cause death
to another person, the issue of their clear classification is
not within the objective of the study, since in this case it is
important to determine the type of poison, its concentration,
the way it enters the body, the real intention of the offender,
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his (her) understanding about its toxicity and the awareness and
desire for human death. At the same time, proving intentional
homicides involving poisonous substances is an extremely
difficult process, since a lot of poisons do not leave traces, and
determining the fact of their effect on the body of the deceased
requires correct actions of the investigator in the matter of
appointment of the expert study, which in this case will be the
main tool of proof.

2. The use of special knowledge when proving homicides
involving poisonous substances. First of all, it should be
emphasized that intentional homicide is recognized as having
been committed with committed with special brutality (Par.
4, Part 2, Article 115 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine) if the
perpetrator, depriving the victim of his or her life, was aware
that he or she caused him or her special physical suffering (by
inflicting a large number of bodily injuries, torture including
using fire, current, acid, alkali, radioactive substances, poison
cauing unbearable pain), as well as if it was combined with
mockery of the corpse or was committed in the presence of
persons close to the victim and the perpetrator was aware that such
actions caused the latter special mental or moral suffering [20].

Thus, the person realizes a criminal intent aimed at causing
death to another person by committing the relevant act,
understands that this substance, when ingested in such a dose
and concentration will cause death to the person and wishes
to have this consequence. The implementation of this criminal
intent results in criminal success or its lack in the form of causing
suffering to a person and causing serious damage to health.

Depending on this consequence, the person authorized to do
so should first of all appoint a number of expert studies that will
help to establish additional qualifying features of the relevant
act. Other researchers insist on this as well, indicating that
early planning, correct decision-making and a clear, consistent
algorithm for their implementation are the key to success in the
pre-trial investigation of criminal offenses [21].

Forensic medical examination. Forensic medical
examination during the investigation of intentional murders is
the most widespread type, taking into account the subject, task
and purpose that it solves.

A. Zvyrbul has repeatedly noted that, for the most part, general
questions are asked for the expertise: about the cause and time
of death; presence and nature of injuries on the corpse; their
location, mechanism of formation, sequence and time of injury,
type of traumatic tool; the death of the victim at the moment or
immediately after the infliction of the identified injuries or after
a certain period of time; the victim’s ability to independently
perform any actions during this period of time (move, shout,
etc.); the signs on the corpse indicating the possibility of
struggle or self-defense; consumption of alcohol by the victim
shortly before death; if so, how many hours before death and in
what quantity, etc. [22]. The specified list is undoubtedly typical
and should be adapted to the situations and circumstances of
evidence in the pre-trial investigation. In our opinion, in the
context of proving the method of causing death by poisoning,
important is fact of presence of poisonous substances in the
human body or damage of human cells from the action of the
poison, which at the time of such examination is already absent.
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M. Yakovenko, in turn, refers to the questions of the
examination of a child's corpse in case of poisoning as follows:
was the death a result of poisoning or did it occur for other
reasons? What poisonous substance and what dose caused the
poisoning? How did the poisonous substance get into the body?
Did any diseases, the condition of the child’s organism, external
conditions, etc., contribute to her death from poisoning? Did
the poisonous substance get into the corpse by accident (for
example, from the soil, due to carelessness during the autopsy)?
What is the origin of poisoning — bacterial or non-bacterial one?
If the poisoning is bacterial, what group of microbes is it caused
by? If the poisoning is non-bacterial, whether it is caused by the
consumption of any poisonous substances in food or medicine
of animal or plant origin? Could the poisoning have occurred
as a result of eating poisonous, chemical or plant impurities?
Which ones exactly? [23].

At the same time, we stress on need to appoint additional
examinations in the event that a poisonous substance is found
in the body and requires identification or a comparative study.
More often, such examinations are conducted by forensic
medical expert and forensic chemist.

Forensic-biological, genetically molecular examination
(GNC), immunological examination, other types of
examinations. Appropriate examinations take place when
samples of the relevant poison are available or, for example,
the offender was arrested with a dose of poison in the pocket,
its remnants are removed from his (her) hands and subsequently
from the body of the deceased or the victim. This conclusion
is based on the position that causing death to another person
with the help of poison does not involve direct physical contact
(although there are such facts in the analyzed materials of the
criminal proceedings), but in any case, the scene of the offence
and the trace combinations on the body of the perpetrator and
the victim have certain coincidences.

V. Olishevskyi draws attention to the fact that such biological
traces include objects of human origin, namely: parts of human
organs and tissues, blood, hair and other human secretions.
These objects are subjected to forensic biological examination
by means of forensic immunological and forensic cytological
studies [24].

Forensic biological examination can be assigned in the case
of the need to examine the clothing of the victim or suspect to
establish the group affiliation of blood stains, saliva, semen and
other secretions of the human body. In order to obtain a more
accurate result regarding the origin of biological traces from
a specific criminal, a forensic molecular genetic examination
of physical evidence, which examines the direct carrier of
DNA hereditary traits, is appointed [25]. Besides, there is the
possibility of conducting an immunological examination, if the
poison was injected into the body directly through the blood, or
into human tissue, since the main tasks of the immunological
examination are to establish: the presence, species and group
affiliation of blood (its samples and traces); presence, species
and group affiliation of the alloys; species and group affiliation
of tissues and organs [26].

At the same time, the mentioned expert studies are not a final
list, since there are many situations and cases in the process
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of pre-trial investigation of crimes in general and homicides
involving poisonous substances in particular, so the person
who conducts pre-trial investigation of the relevant fact is
undoubtedly obliged to use broader range of instruments for the
purpose of admissibility of evidence in court and avoidance of
errors in the qualification of the committed, since the relevant
qualifying criterion - causing death to another person by using
poison is a more socially dangerous wrongful act.

Conclusions.

Thus, on the basis of the characteristics of proving intentional
homicides committed with the use of poisonous substances in
the context of the ratio of medical and procedural contents,
the authors substantiated a number of scientific and practical
conclusions, the main provisions of which are that the use of
poisonous substances in the process of causing death to another
person is not a new way of performing them, as it was widely
used even during the First World War.

The medical characteristics of poisons and approaches to their
classification in science are quite meaningful; the researchers
distinguish relevant substances not only by the characteristics
of the possibility of causing death to another person, but also
in the context of their origin, the main purpose of use and,
depending on the circumstances, evaluate their dangerousness.
Achieving facts about poisons in a pre-trial investigation is
possible only with the help of conducting expert studies that can
establish the fact of the presence of poison in the body or the
harmful effects left after evaporation. The authors refer to the
most common expertise in this context such as forensic medical,
forensic biological, gene-molecular (DNA), immunological
examinations and other types of examinations.
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[TpakTHyeckyro  OCHOBY  HCCIEHOBAHUS  COCTABISIIOT
CTaTHCTHUYCCKUC U aHAIUTHYCCKUEC MaTepHalibl MUHUCTEPCTBA
BHYTPEHHUX Jel YKpauHel u HanuoHanbHOW MONULIMK
VYxpaunsl, Opuca'enepansHoro npokypopa, ['ocyaapcTeenHoN
cyneOHoit ammuuucTpanuu Ykpauasl 3a 2016-2021 rtonmsr;
0000IICHBl JaHHBIC W3y4YeHUs 20 MaTepuanoB YrOJOBHBIX
MIPOM3BO/ICTB (TIPEXJie BCEro IOCTAaHOBJICHHH O Ha3HAYEHHH
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CyIeOHO-METUIUHCKIX H JAPYTHX OSKCIEPTH3), MaTepHabl
CpEICTB MaccoBOW MH(OPMAIIHH.

B pe3ynbTate npoBeIeHHOTO HCCIIEA0BAHUS YCTAHOBIICHO, YTO
MEIUIHCKAs XapaKTePUCTHUKA TMOHSITHS SA0B U BO3MOXKHBIC
BapUaHThI er0 MPUMEHEHUs KpaitHe HeOOXOIHMBI,

B TOM YHCJI€ TIPU OCYIIECTBICHUH MPOLEIYPbl BEpCUUPOBAHUS
B [IOCYACOHOM pAcCIe[OBAaHUH, a TaKKe YCTaHOBIICHUS
JUYHOCTH TIPECTYMHHKA WM MEPEeYHs JAPYTrHX MOJ00HBIX
MIPaBOHAPYIICHUH (COBEPHIEHHBIX ITOMOOHBIM  CIIOCOOOM).

© GMN

OX&paKTepI/I?)OBaHI)I IIO3UINH YUCHBIX OTHOCHUTCIIBHO
IOAXO040B K IIOHMMAHHIO IIOHATHA g4, B TOM YHCIIC 00€eBBIX
SAAOBUTBIX BCHICCTB, a4 TAKKE IMPCAOCTABJIICH DA pa?ﬂ)i{CHeHHﬁ

OTHOCHUTENIBHO HCIIOJNIBb30BaHMUs CIELUANBHBIX 3HaHUI B

JOCYZeOHOM  pacclieIoOBaHUM  YMBIIUIEHHBIX  YOWHCTB,

COBEPILIEHHBIX C HCIIOJIb30BaHUEM SITOBUTHIX BEIECTB.
KiroueBnle  cioBa: s, OTpaBISIIOLIME  BEIIECTBA,

YMBIJICHHBIC y6HI71CTBa, ocobas JKECTOKOCTD, OKCIICPTU3A.
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